
Dear Darryl and members of the St. Ignatius Retreat Centre, 

 

I had to write you this year to let you know how grateful I am for being able to rent your retreat 

centre for my annual Student Retreat.  As the Catholic Chaplain for the University of Guelph and 

Wilfred Laurier University, it is a constant struggle serving the needs of students on two different 

and very secular campuses.  My struggles revolve around finances, time, scheduling, and 

transportation.  Although students express their thanks for the services I provide throughout the 

year, our Student Retreat in Deemerton is perhaps the highpoint of their year. 

 

The Retreat Centre is a hidden treasure in your little town; a true gift from God.  There is 

tremendous peace, trust and goodwill that can be palpably felt.  With a simple phone call, all the 

arrangements were made, and I was treated like a person, not a potential liability.  Thank you for 

all you did to accommodate our special needs and how available you made yourself.   

 

I wanted to pass on part of a conversation I had with some of my students.  The discussion 

revolved around the physical structure of the Church building.  At first some students said they 

felt hesitant to eat, talk freely and joke around in a building that was clearly a renovated Church.  

One student expressed sadness that the Church was no longer active as a parish Church.  But the 

consensus had taken a different approach.  The fact that we were in a place of prayer—a place 

where God dwelt among his people—made our faith come to the forefront even during meals and 

ordinary conversations.  We really felt surrounded by a “cloud of witnesses” as Hebrews 12 

describes the Communion of Saints.  Our lives could not remain compartmentalized—every 

action was lived in the presence of God.  The entire place had become an altar, and our lives 

had become a living sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.  And the joy of God’s presence could 

not be contained.  This is precisely the attitude we have attempted to maintain following the 

retreat.  For me as a Chaplain, the practice of the presence of God is a sure sign of the 

successfulness of a retreat!   Even now, weeks later, we reminisce about the wonderful times we 

shared in Deemerton.   

 

We now have hopes of opening our Student Retreat to all the universities of our diocese.  We’re 

almost there already since we’ve had MacMaster join us for the past 3 years.  We just need to 

make it official and invite St. Jerome’s in Waterloo to join us.  We have also discussed coming 

out in the fall for a student leader retreat.  We’ll be in touch about that as well.   

 

Thanks Again & May God Bless You Abundantly! 

Ania Krysciak 

Catholic Chaplain 

U of Guelph & WLU 


